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SUBJ: MUJIB FIRES STATE MINISTER FOR CORRUPTION 

1. ON JULY 21, THE OPENING DAY OF THE TRAINING COURSE 
FOR NEWLY APPOINTED DISTRICT GOVERNORS, SHEIKH MUJIBUR 
RAHMAN FIRED STATE MINISTER FOR COMMUNICATIONS, NURUL 
ISLAM MANZOOR, BECAUSE OF "GRAVE CHARGES OF CORRUPTION." 
MANZOOR IS FIRST MINISTER OR POLICITICIAN OF ANY 
STATURE CHARGED WITH CORRUPTION PUBLICLY. 

2. THE PRESIDENT S ECONOMIC SECRETARY, DR. SATTAR, 

TOLD US SHORTLY BEFORE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT AN UNNAMED 
STATE MINISTER WOULD BE SO FIRED AND THAT, IF AFTER 
A HEARING HE WERE FOUND GUILTY OF CORRUPTION, HE 
WOULD GO TO JAIL. SATTAR SAID THE CORRUPTION CHARGES 
INVOLVED CONSTRUCTION OF A HOUSE IN GULSHAN RESIDENTIAL AREA 
BEYOND MANZOOR'S NORMAL MEANS. HOWEVER, WE HAVE HEARD FROM 
SEVERAL GOOD SORCES ANOTHER VERSION OF THE EVENTS: IN BANGALEE 
TERMS, MANZOOR IS A VICTIM OF A "CONSPIRACY" IN STIGATED BY 
FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER DEVELOPMENT MINISTER ABDUR RAB 
SERNEABAT, BROTHER-IN-LAW OF MUJIB. SERNEABAT SUPPOSEDLY 
RESENTS THE POLITICAL POWER MANZOOR IS DEVELOPING IN 
BARISAL, THE HOME REGION OF BOTH MEN. AND HAS BEEN AFTER 
MUJIB FOR SOME TIME TO FIRE THE STATE MINISTER. 

ALLEDGEDLY, MANZOOR APPEALED TO MUJIB TO KNOW THE CHARGES 
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SO THAT HE MIGHT DEFIND HIMSELF. ACCORDING TO ONE 
SOURCE, PRINE MINSTER AND COMMUNICATION MINISTER 
MANSOOR ALI, MANZOOR'S SUPERIOR, OPPOSED THE DISMISSAL 
BECAUSE MANZOOR WAS HANDLING SO MUCH OF THE MINISTRY'S 
WORK FOR HIM. ALTHOUGH MUJIB IS SAID TO HAVE REASSURED 
MANZOOR THAT ALL WOULD BE WELL, THE LETTER OF DISMISSAL 
WAS DELIVERED SOON AFTERWARD. WE HAVE ALSO HEARD THAT 
THE PRESIDENT’S VIGILANCE COMMITTEE IS NOW LOOKING 
INTO MANZOOR'S AFFAIRS. 

3. COMMENT. AMONG THE CYNICAL, MUJIB’S TIMING OF 
THE DISMISSAL TO THE OPENING DAY OF TRAINING OF THE 
DISTRICT GOVERNORS IS SEEN AS A POLITICAL MOVE TO 
ENSURE THE GOVERNORS DO NOT ABUSE THEIR NEW POWERS. 
MANZOOR HAS A REPUTATION FOR BEING A COMPETENT STATE 
MINSTER AND HAS NOT BEEN AMONG THOSE POPULARLY REPUTED 
TO BE CORRUPT. UNTIL THE FACTS OF MANZOOR'S CASE 
BECOME CLEARER, WE HESITATE TO SEE THIS STEP AS THE 
LONG AWAITED START OF AN ANTI-CORRUPTION CAMPAIGN IN 
EARNEST. 
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